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General

In quiet places where the moss grows green lives in the intersection of
the acoustic and the electronic, combining rich spectra from newly designed
percussion instruments (such as the Morphbeats Slaybells) with various
crafted digital frequency modulation synthesizers. It also exploits two
particularities of 22-tone equal temperament: quarter-tone harmonic shifts,
and the syntonic comma pump. These are pitted against the 12-tone equal
temperament of the piano and pitched percussion, in an attempt to shed a
familiar light on new sounds, and vice versa.

While working on In quiet places.., I found myself drifting towards what
I now consider to be the fundamental timbre of Latin American music: the
sound of multiple fretted strings, resonating in unison. This bright and
peculiar sound colors inherited harmonies and melodies with a mesmerizing,
other-worldly quality. My intention was not to copy this sound as it exists,
but rather to inhabit it, reimagining it as the chamber music of an oddly

familiar future.

Vicente Hansen Atria
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Keyboards

This piece requires 4 identical MIDI keyboards, of at least 49 keys each, to
be distributed to the two pianists in a dual manual fashion. These keyboards are
played through a MAX/MSP patch that distributes the sound in roughly three ways:
bass frequencies go into a shared subwoofer; medium frequencies go into a stereo
pair of speakers located in the back of the stage and high frequencies go into a
pair of tweeters located directly behind each keyboard players.

Player 1 plays a single synthesizer sound throughout the piece — “Dulsynth” —
whereas Player 2 plays various synthesizer sounds (activated via the patch — see
below) and piano.

The labeling of the keyboards is very important. For both players, the higher
manual is Keyboard 1 and the lower manual is Keyboard 2. Keyboard 1 is tuned
approximately a quarter-tone lower than Keyboard 2, and the notes C and F# on
Keyboard 2 should be exactly the same as concert C and F#.

Synthesizers are tuned in 22-equal temperament throughout.



Percussion List

e Kick Drum/Bass Drum (dry sound) with a coated/textured head

e High, Medium, and Low Congas (or 10", 12”, 14" toms tuned high)
e Vibraslap & Vibraslap holder

e High and Low Spring Drum

e Large, thin Ride cymbal (ex: 23” Ottaviano) + sizzle chain

e Large Crash cymbal (ex: 18” Meinl Byzance Extra Dry Dual Crash)

e 14” Dark Hi-Hats (ex: Zildjian 14” Custom Special Dry FX Top + Meinl 14” Pure

Alloy Top as bottom)
e 3,5 octave Marimba
e Glockenspiel
e Triangle
e Giiro
e12” + 16" gong
e Large Cowbell
e 3 Morfbeats Slaybells
e Sticks, Hard Mallets, Soft Felt Mallets, Bow, Tam Tam Beater,

Triangle Beater, Brushes.

Bass Drum Beater,



Electronics

e The electronics in this piece are restricted to digital synthesis which is played
live by the performers. There is no tape part, no samples, no processing of
acoustic instruments.

e The sounds generated via synthesis are spatialized in the room through seven (7)
speakers: Main Stereo (Speakers 1 and 7), Player 1 Stereo (Tweeters 2 and 3),
Player 2 Stereo (Tweeters 5 and 6) and a Subwoofer (Speaker 4).

e The mix levels of the synthesizers are triggered via events (which appear in the
score as circled numbers). These, in turn, are triggered sequentially by the note
D4 (MIDI 62) on both Players’ Keyboard 1 (higher keyboard). This note does not
generate a sound, but rather controls the patch. This note is written in the
score and parts in parenthesis and has a text over it that reads “T(X),” where X
is the event number and “T” stands for trigger. Performers must be careful not to
press this note when it is not written.

e At Event 15, which is triggered by Player 1, she must also enter a tempo into the

patch with the note D5 in quarter notes, for the delay to be in sync.



Performance Notes

e This piece requires very careful performance of rhythmic microtiming. This has
been variously notated as odd-numbered subdvisions (approximating J-Dilla style
eighth-notes), or “swing” percentages (the way that most drum machines notate the
continuum between perfectly even eight notes and dotted eighth note + sixteenth
note)

e Occasionally grooves/rhythmic structures are written over the barline.

e “Subtempo” refers to a passage within which musicians are expected to feel a
different tempo than the main tempo. It is always rhythmically related to the
first tempo, but since there are no composed moments where these two tempos line
up in this piece, it is more important that musicians simply feel a different
tempo than the main one.

e Accidentals apply throughout the measure and are octave-specific.

e Grace notes are to be performed before the beat.

e Notes in parentheses don’t make any sound — rather they synchronize the patch and
the performance (see below).

e Duration: ca. 13’



Rehearsing

e For rehearsing purposes, the patch has a large number that can be set at a
specific event. It then must be activated with note D4 on either Player 1 or
Player 2's Keyboard 1, at which point musicians may rehearse from that section.

e The patch also has a “Rehearsal” setting which distributes the two synthesizers
exclusively through two speakers; R corresponds to Player 1, L corresponds to
Player 2. Speakers should be placed close to the corresponding performers. The
patch will still read the event triggers, as displayed by a large red button that

will blink with each trigger, as these should be rehearsed as well.

Written for Yarn/Wire
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gong rolls, soft mallets, vary between center and edge on both gongs. micro-swelling ad lib.
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Larger than normal dynamic range between accented and unaccented
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